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Re-opened in June of 2003, after a nine-month restoration, the new master planning of Greenfield Village has completely
reinvented this American classic. The THEA committee calls this an Extreme Makeover. In days gone by, Greenfield Village
(a separate gated attraction adjacent to the Henry Ford in Dearborn) seemed little more than a patchwork quilt of Henry
Ford’s collection of buildings of historical significance. While there was little logic for the location of the Wright Bros.
bicycle shop or Edison’s Menlo Park lab, that never stopped visionaries like Walt Disney from seeing the inherent potential
of the experience. Now with this new master plan, for the first time Greenfield Village has clearly differentiated themed
zones, divided by different ideas, different architecture, different streetscapes and different graphics. Most important, the
wayfinding has become intuitive with a brilliant new arrangement of differently themed pathways, radiating from the en-
trance out toward very differently themed portals, bridges and architecture. The grand master plan for the new Greenfield
Village was designed by Grissim Metz Andriese Associates, Inc. of Northville, Michigan in conjunction with JGA, Inc. of
Southfield, Michigan. While Greenfield Village was once an inspiration to theme park designers like Walt Disney, today the
favor has been repaid as Greenfield Village borrows master planning concepts from theme parks and applies them in an
inspired way - reinventing itself with a new system of “weenies” and themed zones.


